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SUBJECT: NEW IVORIAN ANTI-CORRUPTION LAW 
REFERENCE: (A) MONROVIA 3937, (B) ABIDJAN 5762 

SUMMARY. AS EXPECTED, THE NEW ANTI-CORRUPTION LAW WAS ADOPTED BY 
THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ON JUNE 22. IT PROVIDES FOR STIFF PRISON 
SENTENCES AND FINES FOR CAREFULLY DEFINED VARIETIES OF CORRUPTION 
AS WELL AS SPELLING OUT WHO IS AFFECTED BY THE NEW LEGISLATION. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE FIRST TWO ARTICLES OF THE NEW LAW DEFINE AND DISTINGUISH 
BETWEEN "ACTIVE" AND "PASSIVE" CORRUPTION. THOSE WHO ACTIVELY 

SEEK FAVORS. PROMISES. GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS OR OTHER CONSIDERATIONS, 
FOR THOSE GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS WHO AGREE TO OR ALLOW SUCH FAVORS 
WILL BE PENALIZED WITH 2 TO 10 YEARS IN PRISON AND FINES OF 100,000 
CFA ($400) TO 2,000,000 CFA ($8000). 

2. ARTICLE THREE PRESCRIBES PRISON TERMS OF 2 TO 10 YEARS AND 
FINES OF 200,000 CFA ($800) TO 2,000,000 CFA ($8000) FOR "INFLUENCE 
PEDDLING." THIS PRACTICE KNOWN POPULARLY IN IVORY COAST AS "COULOIR" 
OR CORRIDOR DEALINGS IS USED TO PROVIDE GOVERNMENT JOBS, SCHOOL 
PLACES, AND OTHER CONSIDERATIONS TO FRIENDS, RELATIVES AND OTHERS. 
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3. ARTICLE 4 WOUL INFLICT SENTENCES OF 1 TO 5 YEARS AND FINES OF 
200,000 CFA TO 2,000,000 CFA ON GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, OR FORMER 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS WHO USE OR HAVE USED "ILLEGITIMATE ADVANTAGES" 
IN THEIR POSITIONS IN PRIVATE, STATE CONTROLLED, OR MIXED ENTER 
PRISES FOR THEIR OWN PROFIT. 
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4. ARTICLE 5 PRESCRIBES THAT ANY CORRUPTION HAVING AS ITS PURPOSE 
THE EXECUTION OF A CRIMINAL ACT WOULD CARRY THE CRIMINAL PENALTY 
FOR THAT ACT. 

5. ARTICLE 6 DEFINES PRECISELY AND SWEEPINGLY WHO IS COVERED BY 

THIS NEW LAW WHILE ARTICLE 7 FORBIDS FURTHER GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT 
FOR THOSE CONVICTED UNDER THE PRECEDING PROVISIONS. 

6. POST POUCHING TEXT OF NEW LAW. 
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